Colusa County

RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

January 5, 2011
CCRCD Meeting Minutes

DIRECTORS PRESENT: Tom Hickok, Bob Alvernaz, Brandon Ash, Jay Dee Garr, Darrin Williams, and Gil Ramos 
Directors Absent: Beth Nall
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS PRESENT: Ben Felt
OTHERS PRESENT: Patti Turner-CCRCD District Manager, Mary Fahey-CBW Coordinator, Wendy Krehbiel-NRCS, and Denise Carter-Colusa County Board of Supervisors
Jay Dee Garr CCRCD-President, called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm at the Colusa Industrial Park Conference Room. 
PUBLIC/PARTNERS COMMUNICATIONS:
Andrea Casey the District Conservationist in the Colusa Field Office provided a report of the NRCS’s activities in the meeting packets. Wendy Krehbiel introduced herself as the new Soil Conservationist in the Colusa Field Office.
Denise Carter reported that the County has received four applications of the Colusa County Ag Commissioner’s position. Interviews will be held soon. She also gave an update on levee activities and discussions that have been taking place concerning new possible regulations. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A motion was made by Ramos and seconded by Alvernaz to approve the December 1, 2010 minutes as mailed. The motion was approved with a vote of 6 ayes and 1 absent.
FINANCIAL REPORT:

The Directors received a balance sheet for the period of December 1 through December 31, 2010. The CCRCD’s fund balances were as follows; checking account: $752.32, petty cash account: $64.52, Colusa County Resource Conservation Fund (03200): $30,400.20, sales tax (03201): $0, CAFF Grant (03208): $1,059.17, DOC-Bear (32021):$0 DOC-Colusa (032022): $5542.66, Farm & Ranch Clean Up (032002): $574.55 and Clearing Account fund number 032001 has a zero balance. 
The Board was presented with six (6) claims as follows: Petty Cash in the amount of $683.16, Patti Turner mileage claim in the amount of $21.00, The Regents of the University of California $14,478.31, CSDA for 2011 Membership dues in the amount of $164.00, CAL CARD in the amount of $557.64 and Mary Fahey mileage claim in the amount of $17.00.  A motion was made by Ash and seconded by Hickok to approve the financial report and Petty Cash claims as submitted. The motion passed with 6 ayes and 1 absent. Alvernaz abstained from voting or signing Turner’s mileage claim and the petty cash claim which included a Turner reimbursement due to a conflict of interest.
CCRCD DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS:
After some discussion it was decided that Staff will use track changes to edit and amend the CCRCD’s 2008-2013 Long Range Plan and present to the Board in next month’s meeting packets for consideration.
Turner explained the Field of Dreams program that has been taking place in Colusa County the past few years. The program provides outdoor adventures for seriously ill children and wounded U.S. Veterans. She explained the group has become their own 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization and she is the treasurer for the group. She stated the group is in dire need of a website. After much discussion a motion was made by Ash to support the program by sponsoring the development of their website. The motion was seconded by Williams and passed with 6 ayes and 1 absent.
Turner reported that the Bear Creek Ranch Planning grant agreement should be completed for review and approval by the February meeting.

Fahey reported to the Board that the CCRCD’s Booth at the 2011 Farm Show will be on invasive weeds. A signup sheet was passed around for the Directors to sign up for shifts to staff the booth. Fahey reported that the CCRCD would also be co-sponsoring a seminar with Audubon at the Show on Tuesday, February 1st at 1:00 p.m. in the sheep barn. The tentative title for the seminar is “Farming for Wildlife”. She went over the draft agenda for the event which included speakers from the California Rice Commission to discus recent research and climate change issues in rice; Audubon to discus enhancing rice and other wildlife friendly crops for habitat, and Audubon’s LSP program to discuss farm edge habitat restoration projects. The Board also discussed ways the title & agenda could be changed to draw a larger crowd. It was felt that including “incentives” associated with farming with wildlife or an equivalent in the title would be helpful. Williams suggested someone also speak about the problems with the Speckled Belly Goose in rice production.
It was determined that the CCRCD February Board meeting will be held on Thursday, February 10th to not conflict with the Colusa Farm Show and availability of the conference room.
Turner, Fahey and Krehbiel reported that the Farm Bill Workshop will be held on January 20th from 1:00 to 4:00 in the CIP Conference Room. The intent of the workshop is to give an overview of the Farm Bill programs available and open discussions for whole farm resource management planning.

CCRCD REPORTS:
Turner and Fahey gave a written and verbal report on the progress of the District’s grant projects and proposals for the month of December. Some of the highlights included;
CAFF Project-Fahey reported that additional plantings have taken place at three sites, 2 sites remain to complete. Photo monitoring, newsletter and landowner interviews will take place in January. Additional equipment has been purchased to assist with completing the project including a camcorder, misc tools and protective and rain gear.
DOC- CBW Project-Fahey reported that bonds sold in November and the grant is fully funded. She also completed the second CCRCD Newsletter and attended GIS training furnished by NRCS. She and Turner are currently modifying the original work plan for the grant and will be submitting it to DOC soon with a time extension request. Turner reported that all invoices have been paid up to date on both DOC grants.
2010 DOC Watershed Coordinator Grant proposals-Fahey reported that the awards will not be announced until the end of January.
Miscellaneous CCRCD Reports:
No updates on the General Plan Steering Committee meeting as both CCRCD representatives were unable to attend.
Turner reported that the Westside IRWMP coordination committee is requesting more information from consultants that are interested in bidding the project.
Turner explained that she felt her active involvement in the Northern Sacramento Valley IRWMP process will be ending. She requested that Fahey stay involved in the process representing the CCRCD as a stakeholder. She said the first meeting of the Board of Directors for the group will be held on January 19th at which time the Board will make plans for appointing a Technical Advisory Committee. The CCRCD will remain active as public partners. 
Turner reported that the CCRCD submitted a Specialty Crop Block grant pre-proposal for the Native Plant exhibit at the State Fair. They should know in March if they were selected to write a full proposal.

Ash requested that elections for CCRCD officers be included in the February Agenda. He recommended that the current slate of Officers be voted in for another term.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Turner announced that Chris Greer is the new Director of Cooperative Extension upon Mike Murray’s retirement.
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 by President Jay Dee Garr, the next meeting will be held on February 10th in the CIP Conference Room.
Respectfully Submitted,

Patti Turner-Secretary/Treasurer-Colusa Co. RCD
