Colusa County

RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

December 7, 2011
CCRCD Meeting Minutes

DIRECTORS PRESENT: Bob Alvernaz, Brandon Ash, Jay Dee Garr, Gil Ramos and Tom Hickok
Directors Absent: Darrin Williams, Beth Nall
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS PRESENT: Ben Felt
OTHERS PRESENT: Patti Turner-CCRCD District Manager and Mary Fahey-CBW Coordinator
Jay Dee Garr CCRCD-President called the meeting to order at 5:10 pm at the Colusa Industrial Park Conference Room. 
PUBLIC/PARTNERS COMMUNICATIONS:
NRCS report from the Colusa Field Office was provided by Andrea Casey-DC and mailed to all Directors in the meeting packets. No further discussion was held.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A motion was made by Alvernaz and seconded by Ramos to approve the October 5, 2011 minutes as mailed. The motion was approved with a vote of 5 ayes and 2 absent. Note: There was not a quorum at the November meeting so no business took place.
FINANCIAL REPORT:

The Directors received a balance sheet for the period of October 1 through November 30, 2011. The CCRCD’s fund balances were as follows; checking account $1,240.00; petty cash account $51.79; Colusa County Resource Conservation Fund (03200) $31,163.91; sales tax (03201) $0; CAFF Grant (03208) $1437.95; DOC-Bear (32021) $13,806.36; DOC-Colusa (032022) $5,675.64; Bear Creek 319 (032023) $23,423.29; and Clearing Account fund (032001) $0. 
The Board was presented with seven (7) claims as follows: Petty Cash in the amount of $208.21; Stetson Engineers, Inc, $23,196.42; U.S. Bank (CalCard) $564.48; Turner mileage claim in the amount of $137.50, Turner CARCD travel expenses in the amount of $28.19; Gil Ramos mileage claim for the State meeting in the amount of $92.92 and The Regents of the University of Ca in the amount of $12,021.95. A motion was made by Ash and seconded by Hickok to approve the financial report and claims as submitted. The motion passed with 5 ayes and 2 absent.
Turner reminded the Board that they need to take Ethics Training every two years. It is the District’s policy to reimburse Directors for travel expenses if they are current with their Ethics Training. She stated she is in the process of lining up Director training through Target Solutions Training the program provided by Golden State Risk Management Authority.
CCRCD DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS:
Turner and Fahey reported on the pre-proposals they are preparing to submit under the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. Turner is revamping the pre-proposal submitted earlier in the year seeking funds to create an exhibit for the California State Fair to increase sales of native plants. Fahey is working on two pre-proposals to promote native pollinators in almond orchards and seed crops. These pre-proposals are due by December 12th. A discussion was held on other project ideas and Garr reminded the group that a project associated with conservation practices for shorebirds was desirable and staff should continue to investigate possible funding opportunities.
Turner advised the group that she needs to post the director vacancy announcements ASAP. She said a potential applicant would have attended the meeting had it not been for a prior commitment. The Board will continue to seek potential candidates for Director seats as they become open. Ash announced he would be submitting his official letter of resignation effective at the end of the meeting. The Board and Staff thanked Ash for his 25 years of dedicated service on the CCRCD Board of Directors.
The Board will discuss election of Officers at the January meeting.

CCRCD REPORTS:
Turner and Fahey provided a written and verbal report on the progress of the District’s grant projects and proposals for the months of October and November not previously reported at the meeting. Some of the highlights included;
DOC Colusa Basin Watershed Project- Fahey reported that she is working on the Colusa Basin Management Plan’s Erosion and Flooding sections. First drafts have been completed for the following sections; Introduction, Invasive Species, Native Habitat, Ag & Open Space. She has attended many meetings in October and November including the CARCD State meeting. The No-till drill and rice roller have been rented out a number of times. She was able to observe the drill in action at a native pollinator seeding in Glenn County. She will be starting the next newsletter soon and is looking for stories.
DOC Bear Creek Watershed Project-Turner stated the project will end on December 31, 2011 and all grant funds will be expended.
Bear Valley Meadow Restoration Proposal- Turner has been unsuccessful in her attempts to reschedule the site visit with the Wildlife Conservation Board.

319 (h) Bear Creek Ranch Planning Project-Turner reported that Stetson Engineering, Inc and BLM have been working on their tasks as required by the grant. She stated that the Water Board has been paying the CCRCD’s invoices within 30 days.
Turner reported that the CCRCD received the Farmer’s Market Promotion Program grant and she has been attending webinar training of invoicing and reporting. She requested the Board approve a resolution giving her the authority to sign the reporting and invoicing documents submitted to the funding agency in the District’s behalf. A motion was made by Ash and seconded by Ramos to approve CCRCD Resolution #12011 giving Turner authorization to sign the Farmer’s Market Promotion Program grant reporting and invoicing documents. The motion passed with 5 ayes and 2 absent.
Turner announced that the CCRCD’s grant proposal seeking funds through the People’s Garden program was not selected for funding. She stated that only 3% of the proposals were awarded funding.

Miscellaneous CCRCD Reports:
No updates on the Colusa County General Plan were given.
Turner reported that the Westside IRWMP group has a meeting at the end of November and Mary Ann Azevedo from the Ag department attended with her. Public meeting for the process will begin in the middle of January.
Fahey reported that the Northern Sacramento Valley IRWMP process is moving quickly. She was assigned to the website committee to help guide website development. The new website should be live by Friday afternoon. As a staff representative for Colusa County, Fahey is also responsible for outreach to disadvantaged communities (DACs) within Colusa County and she attended a DAC outreach training. Fahey also announced that three public meetings about the NSV IRWMP will be held in January in an effort to obtain stakeholder input for the plan.
Fahey announced that the Colusa County Ag Department will be taking over the duties of the California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) requirements for the County of Colusa.
Ash reported that he has moved the District’s second rice roller from the Struckmeyer property to his. He said the equipment was in poor condition and required work. Ash stated that he removed the truck axel and cylinder from the roller and recommended the District sell these items for around $500 each. He replaced and greased the bearings and submitted a bill to the CCRCD for parts. A motion was made by Alvernaz to authorize Ash to sell the unneeded parts from the rice roller on the District’s behalf and authorize the payment of $387.15 to Arnold’s for the parts. The motion was seconded by Ramos and passed with 5 ayes and 2 absent.
Brandon Ash submitted his letter of resignation.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 by President Jay Dee Garr, the next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 4, 2012 in the CIP Conference Room.
 Respectfully Submitted,

Patti Turner-Secretary/Treasurer-Colusa Co. RCD
