Colusa County

RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

July 7, 2009
Special Meeting Minutes

DIRECTORS PRESENT: Jay Dee Garr, Bob Alvernaz, Gil Ramos, Brandon Ash and Darrin Williams (arrived at 5:03)
Directors Absent: Ryan Parker and Tom Hickok
OTHERS PRESENT: Patti Turner-CCRCD District Manager, Ben Felt-CCRCD Associate Director, Tim Hermansen-NRCS, and Virginia Getz-Ducks Unlimited
Gil Ramos President, called the special meeting to order at 5:00 pm at the Colusa Industrial Park Conference Room. The meeting was called to discuss the CCRCD acting as the lead agency for the CEQA process for a project that Ducks Unlimited is doing in Colusa County.
FINANCIAL REPORT:

Turner presented a claim for The Regents of the University of Ca, Davis for the Bear Creek Watershed Coordinator grant sub-contracted work for the period of July 1, 2008 through December 18, 2008. A motion was made by Ash and seconded by Ramos to pay this claim. The motion passed with 4 ayes and 3 absent.
CCRCD Discussion & ACTION Items:
Virginia Getz from Ducks Unlimited gave a detailed overview of the Refuge Gun Club Wetland Restoration and Enhancement Project. She stated that this was one of five sites in Colusa, Butte and Sutter Counties that DU had received federal funding for implementation projects. The Colusa County project entailed applying standard wetland enhancement techniques on 195 acres of property that is currently protected by a conservation easement held by the USFWS for perpetuity. The property is located next to the Sacramento Valley Wildlife Refuge. The practices to be installed would greatly improve water and vegetation management activities on the property. DU was requesting the CCRCD to serve as the lead agency to expedite the CEQA process. DU has prepared the Notice of Exemption which the CCRCD would review, sign and post as required. For their services the CCRCD would receive actual expenses including Turner’s billable rate per hour for up to 20 hours, administrative fees and actual cost of obtaining a certificate naming DU additionally insured under the District’s policy. The total contracted amount came to $1115 with the agreement if more time was required an addendum to the agreement would be drafted. Turner added that DU was aware that the CCRCD had not served as a lead agency for CEQA in the past but felt they could provide the work with the assistance of Director Garr who is a Biologist and Tim Hermansen a Biologist for the NRCS Colusa Field Office. The Board asked a number of questions related to the amount of water used for the wetland and the impact of waterfowl on local farming operations. Turner stated she had forwarded the agreement to the District’s insurance provider (SDRMA) to review the insurance section of the document. SDRMA said it looked okay other then Section: X. Insurance paragraph 2 which stated (3) must contain an express waiver of any right of subrogation by the insurance company against DU and its employees, officers, directors and agents. SDRMA advised the Board that this clause could not be included because SDRMA can not waive member’s rights to a potential subrogation recovery because they administer pooled funds. Virginia advised the group that this clause had been removed from the agreement. After much discussion a motion was made by Ash to approve the agreement with DU which provides for the CCRCD to serve as the lead agency for the CEQA process for the Refuge Gun Club Wetland Restoration and Enhancement Project. The motion was seconded by Alvernaz and passed with 5 ayes and 2 absent.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

None
ADJOURNMENT:

The special meeting of the CCRCD was adjourned at 5:55 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Patti Turner-Secretary/Treasurer-Colusa Co. RCD

