Colusa County

RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

September 7, 2011
CCRCD Meeting Minutes

DIRECTORS PRESENT: Bob Alvernaz, Beth Nall, Brandon Ash, Jay Dee Garr and Tom Hickok
Directors Absent: Darrin Williams and Gil Ramos
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS PRESENT: Ben Felt
OTHERS PRESENT: Patti Turner-CCRCD District Manager, Mary Fahey-CBW Coordinator
Jay Dee Garr CCRCD-President called the meeting to order at 5:10 pm at the Colusa Industrial Park Conference Room. 
PUBLIC/PARTNERS COMMUNICATIONS:
No public partner reports
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A motion was made by Alvernaz and seconded by Ash to approve the August 4, 2011 minutes as mailed. The motion was approved with a vote of 5 ayes and 2 absent.
FINANCIAL REPORT:

The Directors received a balance sheet for the period of August 1 through August 31, 2011. The CCRCD’s fund balances were as follows; checking account: $1193, petty cash account: $88.02, Colusa County Resource Conservation Fund (03200): $31,018.98, sales tax (03201): $0, CAFF Grant (03208): $3,292.70, DOC-Bear (32021):-$18.88 DOC-Colusa (032022): -$889.02, Bear Creek 319 (032023): $777.60, and Clearing Account fund (032001): zero balance. 
The Board was presented with three (3) claims as follows: Petty Cash in the amount of $218.98, The Regents of the University of CA in the amount of $12,534.55 and Mary Fahey mileage claim in the amount of $8.16. A motion was made by Ash and seconded by Hickok to approve the financial report and petty cash claims as submitted. The motion passed with 5 ayes and 2 absent.
Turner reported the in-office portion of the 2010/2011 audit will take place on November 3rd. She provided each Director with a copy of the “Communication With Those Charged With Governance During Planning” letter dated July 8, 2011 from Smith and Newell, CPA.
CCRCD DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS:
The group briefly discussed possible future projects for the CCRCD. A possible project to implement streambank restoration for a contiguous wildlife corridor on Brush Creek was discussed.
Possible candidates to fill two Director vacancies were discussed. Turner will check with Williams to see if he has contacted any potential new directors. Ash stated he would retire from the Board in November when he has completed a full 25 years with the Board.

It was announced the Local Work Group Committee will meet on September 20th at the Colusa Industrial Park Conference Room at 10:30. Turner stated she utilized the list of invitees from last year will with a couple of changes.

The Board discussed the CCRCD draft 2011/2012 budget that was included in the meeting packets. Turner realized an error on the Bear Creek 319 grant budget and needed to look into the correct line item amounts. A motion was made by Nall to approve the budget with adjustments to the Bear Creek 319 grant fund. The motion was seconded by Hickok and passed with 5 ayes and 2 absent.

Turner and Fahey explained the details of the proposal they had submitted on behalf of the CCRCD to the Sacramento River Watershed Project (SRWP) to provide watershed program technical assistance. The work would include facilitating three different 2-day workshops to be given in eight locations throughout California over a two year period. The position is halftime and includes salary and overhead reimbursements of $50 per hour. The CCRCD should hear something back from the SRWP in the near future.
Turner stated that the next CCRCD meeting would be followed by the annual Speak-Off Contest. This year’s theme is “What can RCDs do to help bridge sustainable conservation practices with food safety practices?". It was decided that the local cash awards will remain the same at: 1st place $50, 2nd place $30 and 3rd place $20.
CCRCD REPORTS:
Turner and Fahey provided a written and verbal report on the progress of the District’s grant projects and proposals for the month of August not reported previously at the meeting. Some of the highlights included;
DOC CBW- Fahey reported that she had met with a group of people to look at a possible mitigation area for Robert’s Ditch. She is starting her second year of the CCRCD newsletter and has completed an article on small acreage land management. She has completed and emailed two sections of the management plan for TAC members to review. 
DOC BCW Project-Turner reported that the invoicing is up to date and DOC is extremely slow in reimbursing expenses to the CCRCD.
319 (h) Bear Creek Ranch Planning Project-Turner reported the Water Board has been very quick to reimburse the District’s invoices (30 days). They are current on all invoices and reports. Stetson Engineers, Inc started their work in August and has submitted their first invoice for payment.
Farmer’s Market Promotion Program proposal-Award announcements should be made in September.

Miscellaneous CCRCD Reports:
No updates on the Colusa County General Plan were given.
Turner reported she had participated in a Westside IRWMP conference call meeting and another one is planned for September. She said she had informed the group that her hours would not allow her to attend all of the Westside coordinating committee meetings to be held over the next two years.

Fahey reported that the next Northern Sacramento Valley IRWMP meeting will be held on September 15th and the next Board meeting will be held on October 3rd.

Fahey reported that she has completed additional work of the California Standardized Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) management plan as requested by the DWR’s state office.

Turner gave an update on the Rotary’s 5th Street River Park native plant landscaping project. She said she was going through the steps to see what types of activities are going to be allowed on the levee. Once they have an idea there will need to be an application for an encroachment permit to DWR and the Army Corp of Engineers.

Turner announced she has applied for a scholarship from the CARCD to cover Ramos’ expenses to attend the annual state meeting in Stockton.
Fahey gave a brief summary on the People’s Garden proposal that was submitted on the District’s behalf. The project would involve awarding at least five grants to other entities to install wildlife habitat gardens featuring native plants. Staff has contacted different departments and organizations around the county that showed interest in implementing a garden. The CCRCD would assist with planning and provide educational outreach on native plants.

No word has been heard yet on the Farmer’s Market Promotion Program proposal that was submitted. A request was made by the grantor for the CCRCD to provide bank routing information and financial records. This was a good sign they are still considering our proposal.

Turner announced the CARCD Sacramento Valley Regional fall meeting and regional Speak-Off contest will be held on October 20th at the Glenn County Farm Bureau office in Orland. Garr and Alvernaz expressed interest in attending.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
None
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 by President Jay Dee Garr, the next meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 5th in the CIP Conference Room. The CCRCD Speak-off contest will following the meeting at 7:00.
Respectfully Submitted,

Patti Turner-Secretary/Treasurer-Colusa Co. RCD
