BEAR CREEKWATERSHEDASSESSMENT

CHAPTER 2

WATERSHED DESCRIPTION

2.1  Location and Setting

Bear Creek watershed lies on the east side of the North Coast Range at the interface with the

west side of the Sacramento River [lgg, in northern California.The watershed

encompasses 102.9 sgeianiles (266.4 k) bet ween 38U 5506 350 N ar
|l atitude and between 1220 1%&ieldngated\23 mifeslin 122U 3
a NNW to SSE direction, parallel to the regional orientation of the Coast Range and major
geologial faults in the aredt its widest point, the watershed extends 9.5 miles east to west.

Geoplitical Setting

The watershed lies entirely within Colusa County and comprises the southwest corner of
Colusa County at its border with Lake CounBy area,it occupies 8.9 percent of the
County. Colusa County has a dominant rural charaatet is not part of a metropolitan or
micropolitan statistical area as defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) (US Census Bureau 2009)

The City of Colusathe county seat of Colusa County, is 23 air miles eafiteofvatershed.
The City of Williams along Interstate Highway 5 in Colusa County is 15 air radesand
the City of Clearlake, in Lake County to the westalso 15 air milesaway The postal zip
code for Williams ¢treebdidesses itBear Ereek wateesBed.d e nt s 6

The closest large urban arem® Yuba City(Sutter County) 40 air miles to the easand
SacramentdSacramento Countyb6 air miles to the southea&ilearlake(Lake County), a
Federal OMBmicropolitanarea25 miles westis the closest sma#cale urban area to Bear
Creek watershed.

The watershed is part of California District 2 in the U.S. House of RepresentAsgesably
District 2 and Senate District 4 covletwatershed area in the California state legislaAire.
the county levelCounty Supengor District IV includegheentirewatershed.

Figure 2.1 shows the watersHedationin relation toColusa, Lake, and Yolo counties.
Watershed Location

Bear Creekwatershed is part of the California Water Resource Region, defined as the
drainage area that ultimately discharges into the Pacific Ocean through the State of
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