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CHAPTER 2 

 

WATERSHED DESCRIPTION  

 

2.1  Location and Setting 

Bear Creek watershed lies on the east side of the North Coast Range at the interface with the 

west side of the Sacramento River Valley, in northern California. The watershed 

encompasses 102.9 square miles (266.4 km
2
) between 38Ü 55ô 35ò N and 39Ü 15ô 43ò N 

latitude and between 122Ü 19ô 1ò W and 122Ü 35ô 42ò W longitude. It is elongated 23 miles in 

a NNW to SSE direction, parallel to the regional orientation of the Coast Range and major 

geological faults in the area. At its widest point, the watershed extends 9.5 miles east to west.  

 

Geopolitical Setting 

The watershed lies entirely within Colusa County and comprises the southwest corner of 

Colusa County at its border with Lake County. By area, it occupies 8.9 percent of the 

County. Colusa County has a dominant rural character and is not part of a metropolitan or 

micropolitan statistical area as defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget 

(OMB) (US Census Bureau 2009).  

The City of Colusa, the county seat of Colusa County, is 23 air miles east of the watershed. 

The City of Williams along Interstate Highway 5 in Colusa County is 15 air miles east, and 

the City of Clearlake, in Lake County to the west, is also 15 air miles away. The postal zip 

code for Williams (95987) covers residentsô street addresses in Bear Creek watershed. 

The closest large urban areas are Yuba City (Sutter County), 40 air miles to the east, and 

Sacramento (Sacramento County), 56 air miles to the southeast. Clearlake (Lake County), a 

Federal OMB micropolitan area 25 miles west, is the closest small-scale urban area to Bear 

Creek watershed.  

 

The watershed is part of California District 2 in the U.S. House of Representatives. Assembly 

District 2 and Senate District 4 cover the watershed area in the California state legislature. At 

the county level, County Supervisor District IV includes the entire watershed. 

 

Figure 2.1 shows the watershed location in relation to Colusa, Lake, and Yolo counties. 

 

Watershed Location 

Bear Creek watershed is part of the California Water Resource Region, defined as the 

drainage area that ultimately discharges into the Pacific Ocean through the State of 
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