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Colusa Basin Watershed Management Plan
Goals + Objectives + Actions
Goal 1: Protect, Maintain and Enhance Water Quality
Objectives
· Identify water quality issues
· Recommend water quality control measures for urban and rural areas
· Provide community awareness of causes of water quality impairment
· Encourage and implement measures to protect groundwater from contaminants 
· Recommend best management practices for agricultural and rangeland areas to reduce soil erosion and associated sediment loading into drainages 
· Provide technical advice for implementation of BMP’sGoal 2: Promote activities to ensure a dependable water supply for current and future needs
Objectives
· Encourage wise use and management of surface and ground water 
· Investigate and implement practices that enhance groundwater recharge
· Identify needs for planning purposes
Goal 3: Preserve ag land and open space

Objectives 
· Encourage preservation of working agricultural lands and open space
· Support county planning process to limit urban development to the surrounding incorporated areas and sphere of influence of existing towns, while focusing on preservation of ag land and open space
· Work with County Planning departments on General Plan Updates, advocating ag land and open space preservation
Goal 4: Manage invasive plant species
Objectives 
· Utilize Streambank Analysis mapping to identify problem areas and develop a strategy for control
· Facilitate public awareness regarding the identification and ecology of invasive weeds and how to manage them

· Remove invasive plant species and replace with native vegetation that provides superior erosion protection and wildlife habitat
Goal 5: Reduce destructive flooding

Objectives 
· Assess the status and functionality of degrading flood control infrastructure (e.g., drainage canals, ditches, canal banks, levees) and identify areas of risk
· Manage flood water for short term retention and groundwater recharge where appropriate
· Determine the cumulative effects of existing wetland and riparian restoration projects on flooding 

· Protect banks/levees of ephemeral streams to reduce localized flooding

· Develop and implement measures to control runoff in foothills and on agricultural lands
Goal 6: Enhance soil quality and reduce erosion
Objectives 
· Reduce streambank erosion throughout the watershed

· Advocate alternatives to non-vegetated streambanks and other water delivery channels

· Provide soil protection measures to reduce soil erosion 
Goal 7: Preserve and enhance native habitat

Objectives 
· Encourage installation of on-farm habitat features such as native plant hedgerows, vegetated waterways, pollinator habitat, etc.
· Improve or enhance freshwater wetland habitat
· Re-establish riparian habitat, emphasizing areas where connectivity of habitat is optimal

· Encourage managed cattle grazing 

· Work with County to streamline permitting process for restoration projects
Goal 8: Address Unknown Future Affects of climate change
Objectives 
· Maintain a Collaborative partnership with the research community to stay current on science related to climate change

· Enhance biodiversity conservation and ecosystem services to promote sustainable natural ecosystems and human well-being

· Carbon sequestration and GHG reduction
· Water conservation (see Goal #2)
Include in discussion
1. Public awareness and watershed education

a. Increase watershed knowledge throughout communities and schools

b. Increase awareness of local issues at state & federal level

2. Funding sources for future projects
3. Air Quality – will become more important with Climate Change
4. Fire Prevention and fuels management
5. Regulatory Agency Interface 
a. Improve cooperation between regulatory agencies to resolve conflicting input on projects
b. Strike an effective balance between environmental and economic interests to maintain the economic viability for farmers and counties
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