Goal 3: Preserve agricultural land and open space

Current Status and Issues of Concern
As population growth and land development pressures remain ever-present in California, the Colusa Basin Watershed has been maintained as a primarily agricultural region and is also home to thousands of acres of scenic open space. Preservation of these agricultural lands and open space areas is a priority for stakeholders.
Agriculture dominates the landscape in the watershed. 52% of the Colusa Basin Watershed is either prime farmland or farmland of statewide importance (545,960 ac).  The 48% that is not prime farmland is principally grazing land in the western foothills (498,262 ac). (Harvey et al., 2008) These grazing lands, combined with over 21,000 acres of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) National Wildlife Refuge lands provide scenic open space and valuable wildlife habitat.
Significant threats to agriculture in the Colusa Basin Watershed include uncertain future water supplies and an unknown future for the Williamson Act. Water supply was previously discussed in greater detail, but simply put, without a reliable source of water, farmers can’t farm and FWS Refuge wetlands and other water-dependent scenic open spaces cannot be sustained. As for the Williamson Act, it is unknown if funding for this program will ever be fully reinstated, and if not, landowners will lose a critical financial incentive to keep their land in productive agriculture. 
Poorly planned housing development poses another threat to agricultural lands and open space in the watershed, especially to farmland in the southern portion of the watershed. The watershed is bisected in a north-south direction by Interstate Highway 5 and farmland adjacent to I-5 is particularly vulnerable. Development pressure has eased over the past couple of years due to a severe economic downturn, but this threat to prime agricultural land is sure to re-emerge as the economy and the housing markets improve. 
During stakeholder interviews, the subject of easements was brought up as both a benefit and a threat. Some stakeholders felt that agricultural easements and conservation easements were vital to protecting these lands. Others expressed concern about federal easements and land purchases that take agricultural lands out of production. Along those same lines, several stakeholders voiced concern about conversion of agricultural lands to poorly managed habitat that can degrade natural resources while affecting neighboring farmland with increased weed and pest pressures. 
Perhaps one of the most frustrating threats to our agricultural and open space areas stems from a lack of understanding and appreciation of these lands among the general public. Farmland is often perceived as wasting water and contributing to pollution, while open space is viewed by some as a waste of space that could be better utilized for housing, industry or other development ventures. On the contrary, these lands and the people that work them provide food and fiber to the world, wildlife habitat, biodiversity and scenic beauty. The watershed’s rural setting and location along the Pacific Flyway also provide tremendous opportunities for hunting, bird watching, wildlife viewing, photography and other forms of agritourism and ecotourism. There are efforts underway in California to highlight scenic places, local food and farmers. Similar marketing and public awareness efforts at the local level could help to preserve valuable agricultural and open space lands in the Colusa Basin Watershed.
Considerations
· Promote the value of agriculture by highlighting the importance of food and fiber production, land stewardship, habitat value and water conservation
· Promote the value of open space by highlighting the habitat value and opportunities for agritourism and ecotourism
· Ensure a dependable water supply (see Goal #2)
· Protect agricultural and open space resources, commodities and identity through support of smart urban planning centered around existing cities and towns
· Support funding for the Williamson Act and other programs that provide landowner incentives to keep land in agricultural production
· Ensure that conservation easements and habitat restoration projects are well planned and well managed
· Support a system of payments for ecosystem services
Objectives and Actions

Objective #1: Create public awareness of the benefits of agriculture and open space 
	Action
	Entities involved

	Utilize Social Media
	· RCDs
· Landowners and Land Managers

	Utilize Website
	· RCDs, Landowners, General Public

	Provide “fact sheets”
	· RCDs

	Promote Agritourism activities such as wildlife-related activities, wildflower viewing, ranch stays, farm visits, etc.
	· RCDs

· Landowners and Land Managers

· Farm Bureaus

· Chambers of Commerce

· U.C. Davis Small Farm Program

	Quantify the monetary benefits of agricultural and open space lands to counties from crop production, hunting, wildlife viewing and other agritourism and ecotourism opportunities, including hotel, restaurant, etc.
	· County Governments
· State and Federal Agricultural Economists

· Chambers of Commerce

· Business Owners

· Conservation Organizations


Objective #2: Preserve working agricultural lands and open space

	Action
	Entities involved

	Advocate for preservation of the Williamson Act
	· RCDs

· County Governments

· Landowners

	Support a well-funded program that provides payments for ecosystem services
	· RCDs

· NRCS
· National Conservation Organizations

	Support development of agricultural easements and conservation easements that enhance the landscape
	· RCDs
· NRCS

· Land Owners

· USFWS

· Land Trusts

	Promote responsible management of habitat restoration projects
	· RCDs
· NRCS

· Agencies involved in restoration

· Landowners

	Promote business and industry conditions that maintain the economic viability of agriculture
	· County Governments

· City Governments

· Agricultural Processors


Objective #3: Limit urban development to surrounding incorporated areas and spheres of influence of existing towns

	Action
	Entities involved

	Maintain collaborative relationship with Planning departments and County Boards of Supervisors
	· RCDs
· Landowners

· County Governments

· City Governments

	Attend and participate in GPU Steering Committee meetings to encourage planning with a focus on preservation of agricultural lands and open space
	· RCDs
· Landowners


Resources
The following resources are available for information and technical assistance:
· American Farmland Trust
National Office
1200 18th Street, NW, Suite 800, Washington, DC 20036
800.886.5170
Farmland Information Center
800.370.4879
www.farmlandinfo.org
California Office
P.O. Box 73856, Davis, CA 95617
916.469.9412
· California Rangeland Trust
1225 H Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
916.444.2096
www.rangelandtrust.org
· Farm Bureaus
Colusa County
520 Market Street, Colusa, CA 95932
530.458.5130
Glenn County
831 5th Street, Orland, CA 95963
530. 865.9636
Yolo County
69 West Kentucky Avenue, Woodland, CA 95695
530.662.3616
·  NRCS
Colusa County
100 Sunrise Blvd., Suite B, Colusa CA 95932
530.458.2931
Glenn County
132 North Enright Avenue, Suite C, Willow, CA 95988
530.934.8667
Yolo County
221 W. Court Street, Woodland, CA 95695
530.662.2037 

· Resource Conservation Districts
Colusa County
100 Sunrise Blvd., Suite B, Colusa, CA 95932 
530.458.2931 X3 
www.colusarcd.org
Glenn County
132 North Enright Avenue, Suite C, Willow, CA 95988
530.934.8667 X5
www.glenncountyrcd.org
Yolo County
221 W. Court Street, Woodland, CA 95695
530.662.2037
www.yolorcd.org
· U.C. Davis Small Farm Program
www.sfp.ucdavis.edu
· U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sacramento NWR: www.fws.gov/sacramentovalleyrefuges
· Yolo Land Trust
P.O. Box 1196, Woodland, CA 95695
530.662.1110
