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What is a Conservation Plan?

· A voluntary conservation plan is a tool to help you manage your land profitably while protecting natural resources on your lands.

· The choice to develop or not develop a conservation plan is yours - it is a voluntary process.  You make the decisions.  You implement the plan. You are responsible for actions and natural resource management on your lands.  It does not provide public access to your property.  You control right of entry and use.  All of the information developed by you belongs to you.  Conservation planners provide you with technical assistance to develop and implement your plan.

· A conservation plan process consists of nine steps listed below and is relatively complex.  This guide does not result in a complete plan.  It will assist you in preliminary self assessment and fact gathering about your land.

· You will need to commit to the process in order for it to work.
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After you have completed this preliminary self assess​ment, contact a resource conservationist with your local service center of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) - Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), or Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD).  They will assist you, or you may employ a qualified private consultant to complete a plan.  The plan developed will describe conservation practices you select to manage natural resources such as erosion, wastes, irrigation, and near-stream areas.  An implementation schedule will be determined.  The Conservation District will review the plan.  Resource management practices will be implemented by you.

Benefits of a Conservation Plan

· Saves money over the long term as your land becomes more productive.

· Ensures better natural resource quality for you, your animals, and your neighbors. 

· Increases your property value.

· Enhances open space and wildlife habitat.

· Improves animal health.

· Contributes to plant health and vigor for desired uses.

· Makes your place more attractive and promotes good neighbor relations.

· Promotes health and safety of your family.

Conservation Planning Process

Conservation planning implies a change in your management. Physical or structural practices are designed to accelerate and facilitate the management changes. These are the steps and processes that you need to be involved with in the planning process.

1. Identify Resource Problems 

2. Identify Your Objectives

3. Inventory Resources

4. Analyze Resource Inventory 

5. Develop Alternative Solutions

6. Evaluate Alternative Solutions 

7. Make Your Decisions

8. Implement Plan

9. Evaluate Plan Success and Adjust As Necessary


The Conservation Partnership

UYour Responsibilities:

· Provide access to property

· "Walk" the property with planner

· Participate in each planning process step 
· Voluntarily follow conservation plan 
· Choose and apply conservation practices

· Monitor effects and re-plan if necessary

UPlanner Responsibilities:

· Develop conservation plan with you

· Provide technical assistance

· Provide information about possible financial assistance

· Assist you with monitoring progress and providing documentation

· Evaluate monitoring and provide re-planning technical assistance if necessary

Set 0bjectives

Setting objectives is one of the most important parts of conservation planning. Planning and implementa​tion with clearly defined objectives is focused and of value. Objectives will provide you with a measure​ment tool to determine progress. Set realistic objectives that can be reached with small achievable steps. For objectives to provide you with positive outcomes you need to state clearly what you want to happen on your land and where you want to be within a selected time frame. A clear objective statement will assist the planner in developing a conservation plan that is right for you.

Natural Resource Objectives

Short term:  












Long term: 













Production and Economic Objectives

Short term:  













Long term: 













Quality of Life Objectives

Short term:  













Long term: 













What do you want your place to look like in five years?  

































Resource Concern Checklist

To assist you and the conservation planner in developing your plan, briefly describe the resource prob​lems on your land.

Soil

Erosion: 



























Deposition: 


























Condition: 


























Water

Quantity: 


























Quality - Ground Water Contaminants: 









Quality - Surface Water Contaminants: 









Air

Quality: 



























Condition: 









































Plants
Suitability: 








































Condition: 








































Management: 








































Animals

Domestic Animal Habitat: 







































Wildlife Habitat: 







































Domestic Animal Management: 





































Wildlife Management: 







































Human

Economic: 








































Social: 









































Cultural: 








































Information about Your Land

· Please provide the following information. The information is needed to develop a quality conservation plan which will treat your resource problems and meet your objectives. All information will be maintained by you.
· These questions are organized to take you through a logical and methodical way of looking at your opera​tion.
· Resource information is needed to develop alternative solutions. It may take some time to fill out, but your cooperation is appreciated. If some of the information asked for seems vague, or unclear, or you don't know why the information is requested, just leave those spaces blank for now.
· A resource conservationist or consultant will visit and walk your land with you to complete the inventory.  A planner will discuss your concerns, objectives, and options on how to conserve your natural resources.

Resource Information

Please answer the questions as accurately as possible.

1. Name of landowner (s) 










2. Name of manager (if different from owner) 









Phone 













Address 












Site location: 













3. Describe your land's climate (precipitation, temperature, etc.):

4. Field Inventory:  Describe each field on the chart below.

Land Use: crop, pasture, homestead, forest, wildlife, etc.

Field Characteristics: List plant communities, drainage, clayey or sandy soils, weed 
problems, powerlines, etc.

	Field
	 Acres
	Land Use
	Field Characteristics

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


5. 




Cropping Information

UCrops and Varieties GrownU 

UAvg. YieldU 


UGrazed 

____________________________________
     _________________

Y or N 

____________________________________
     _________________

Y or N 

____________________________________
     _________________

Y or N 

____________________________________
     _________________

Y or N 

____________________________________
     _________________

Y or N 

Crop Rotation Description:

UField #U





UTypical Cropping Sequence

________________________
  _____________________________________________________
________________________
  _____________________________________________________
________________________
  _____________________________________________________
________________________
  _____________________________________________________
________________________
  _____________________________________________________
Describe Variations to Crop Sequence: 




































Comments: 









































6. ULivestock KindU 
  UClassU 

    UNumbersU 
  UAve. WeightU
 U# Days Held Annually
__________________   ___________    __________     _____________     ___________________

__________________   ___________    __________     _____________     ___________________
__________________   ___________    __________     _____________     ___________________
__________________   ___________    __________     _____________     ___________________
7. Describe your livestock management: forages and roughages used, season of use, grazing system: 









































8. Describe your manure storage and applications: 



































9.  List fertilizers applied to different fields.  If manure is applied, indicate animal type and waste volume.  If manure was analyzed, list values.  Under the crop heading, list crop grown such as corn, pasture, grass hay, blueberries, etc.

        Fields              Crop                Acreage           Fertilizer              Rate          Date/ Application Method
____________  ______________  _________  ________________  _________  ________________________
____________  ______________  _________  ________________  _________  ________________________

____________  ______________  _________  ________________  _________  ________________________

____________  ______________  _________  ________________  _________  ________________________

10.  Indicate pesticides/herbicides typically used in a normal year:

     Pesticide
               Crop                Target Pest        Rate/Acre    # of Acres  Date/Application Method
_______________  _____________  ______________  __________  _________  _______________________

_______________  _____________  ______________  __________  _________  _______________________

_______________  _____________  ______________  __________  _________  _______________________

_______________  _____________  ______________  __________  _________  _______________________

Pesticides & Fertilizers: storage method, location, and disposal:   

































11. Most recent soil test results: ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________Test Date: 





12. List the streams or creeks running through or adjacent to your land (indicate whether they are intermittent or perennial): 
























Describe the water quality conditions of waterways on your land: 



















Flood concerns: 












13. Describe wetland and riparian areas: 






















14. Domestic Water source (well or public system): 







Results of last well water test: ​










Last date Septic System serviced: 









15. List your irrigation sources: 























Irrigation water right information (cfs, point of diversion, other): 



















Application method: flood, sprinkler, drip, or describe type: 






Water storage: 












16. Describe your livestock watering system: 






















17. Describe your drainage system: 
























18. List the fish, wildlife, or plant species of concern on or near your land (game, seasonal wildlife, any threatened or endangered species, etc.): 






















19. Describe any known archaeological, historical, or cultural features present on your land: 
















20. List contracts, easements, and/or agreements entered into for technical or financial assistance which restrict land management options: 






















21. List the conservation practices you have: 
Applied: 


























Considered applying: 

























Technical Assistance Requested

(Check all that apply)

Planning Emphasis 
· Cropland

· Grazing Land 
· Forestry

· Wildlife

· Other ____________________________
Planning Assistance Emphasis

· Engineering Services

· Conservation Management Systems
· Meet Local, State or Federal Regulation
· Other ____________________________
Planning Commitment

· Entire Farm/Ranch Conservation Plan 
· Partial Farm/Ranch Plan

· Single Conservation Practice Assistance 
· Other _____________________________
Funding Considerations

· Financial Assistance not Necessary
· Financial Assistance if Available 
· Funding Program (if known): ________________________________
Why do you want a conservation plan? 






















What's Next?
Congratulations! You have started a voluntary conservation plan. A more detailed description of your resource problems and some of the conservation practices specific to your land will be prepared by you and your conservationist or consultant. You make the decisions about what to do on your land. Assistance is available to determine ecological and economic impacts, install solutions, and monitor results. The Direc​tors of your local Conservation District will review your plan to make sure it is feasible and practical. If you so choose, we look forward to working with you!

For help, contact:


Marion Soil & Water Conservation District


650 Hawthorne St NE  #130


Salem, OR 97301


503-391-9927








